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"We’re pioneers’
Glenwood School in St. Charles welcomes first female students

By Lisa SMmiTn
Paidy Mesabd ST Weider

Ten-year-ohd facnia could e
an ambassadaor for Glenwood
Sichosnl.

Midway throupgh her firsi day

of orientation, the fifth-grader
from DeEalb rattled off the
schools rules, schedule and
wCaivinies bisg, She had visited the
5. Charles campus many times
with her older brother, who
amended the school, b
Monday was the firsg day in the
school’s 10=year history that she
and ather girls could enroll as
sruden s,

“We're picneers,” she sald

Eight girls are spending the
week an the school for orbema-
don amed will return Aug,. 24, the
day before the 3004-05 schond
year beging, Girls were wel-
n:-:-_rr_-eﬁ !.ril' the mﬂimtinn_'s
DIigin T-year-olel campus in
Sguth suburban Glenwood &
i

Although the classronms are
coed, the girls have their own
domaitory oo camipus. Like as-
nia, many of the girls have
brothers anending Glerwood.

“We certainly have prepansd

oursehoes,” said John Irwin,
president of Glenwood Schoal
Wi know a coed population
can present clallenges, but we
have experienced some of
them already at our south cam-
prus.”
Irwin gnid school staff are
“puctra vigilans™ when it comess 1o
supervising the studenis, Par-
enis who have inguired sb=oat
g ||.mlhng their daughters an
Glenwood aften want to do so
because they are concerned
about the girks' safery ar public
schionls, Irwin said,

“The experiende with the ginls
hias been very positive,” Irwin
said. “We have an equal number
af boys and gicls on our drill
nedin. We stanted a new drum
line this year that's one-thind

girks. They e very competitive
& very acco d."p*“

Gleenvood serves "at rek” stu-
dents ages 7 to 18 from
low-imcome families typically
headed by one parent. The
schoal is funded entirely by pe-
wale donations, which subs
roighly 95 percent of each sns-
dent’s witlen. Farenis pay the
remaining § percent, etween
290 1ix £ 100 momthdy.

A comibined 275 students Lve
an both campuses, with addi-
tional students attending the
day program &t Glenwooed's
souirh campus. Forty female sou-
dents are expected to enroll at
Il'ﬂ-]lfm'.-u-ud's south campus this

Many of the students an the
5. Charles campus are [rom
Aurora and Elgin,

Class sizes at Glenmwood are
senall, rangiog from 12 o 15 stu-
deniE, an all smadents
participate im the schools mili-
tary program, where they bearn

JEFF RAUEIRILY HEIRALD
Glanweod Schoed teachar and h-ummrtant_'l‘alr:l?kr teaches vobce skills 1o same of the Tirst girls
to atbend the school Monday aftermoon during a Tull woek of orientalion. Basha, loft, and Kim, alang
with seme male students, work on ariculaling words.

leadership and teanmvork skills. L cinl attention when you need
"It fun,” fasnia eafd. “The  She likes Glenowood better "

boys have really been helping than the public school she Tt seems real nice here” she

out the girls in the mdlitary pro-  aended because there's “spe-  said.




